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A Message from SGC President, Janice Beatty. . . 

Hello Garden Club Friends, 
 

As we approach the end of this crazy, and wonderful 

garden club year, we have much to look forward to.  Our 

Awards and Installation luncheon on May 18, Graduation 

Flowers, May 22-25, and National Garden Week projects, 

June 5-11.   
 

Speaking of National Garden Week, last year we won a 

blue ribbon, thanks to committee chair Candy Nasser and 

all SGC volunteers.  It is a wonderful experience to share 

our love of gardening and designing with our neighbors. 
 

I have much gratitude for your support over the past three 

years. It’s been an honor and pleasure to serve as your 

President.  You are the bee’s knees!! 
 

Looking forward to our new administration and all the new 

and exciting activities they will plan for us.  Best wishes to 

Connie Sorrell and her board for a delightful new year! 
 

Bright Beams, 

Janice 

      Today’s Program: 
 

       Annual Awards  

and Installation Luncheon 



TREASURER’S REPORT  

APRIL 1 - APRIL 30, 2022 

Prepared by Helen Davison, Treasurer 

 

Not available for website 
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NATIONAL GARDEN WEEK 

This year National Garden Week is June 5-

11.  We support this project of the National 

Garden Club by doing something each day.   

We are putting educational displays in local libraries.  We 

are making mini-bouquets to go on the Meals on Wheels trays 

and to a retirement home.  We will meet at The Park in Reed’s 

Landing at 1:00 on Wednesday, June 8th.  Please bring small 

leaved greenery and any small flowers you may have.   

On Monday the 6th we will work at the Post Office at 9:00 

AM.  On Tuesday the 7th at 9:00 AM we will work at the 

Wishing Well Park at Redeemer Church.  On Thursday the 9th 

at 9:00 AM we will be at Redeemer again working on the other 

beds.  On Friday the 10th we will be planting containers at 

Spring Arbor Memory Care at 10:00 AM.  You can also 

participate on your own by taking flowers to an ill or elderly 

friend.  Make sure you let me know and send pictures.   

We could really use your help making the mini bouquets 

on Wednesday June 8th at 1:00.  If you have any questions or to 

sign up, please call Candy Nasser at 357-0118 or email at 

cgbnasser@comcast.net.  Please come help us celebrate 

National Garden Week. 
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VFGC Convention Update 

 

The VFGC Convention was held 

May 1-3 at the Short Pump Hilton.  

Kathy Ward’s beautiful design in 

honor of Mary Owen, VFGC 

President, graced the registration 

desk where attendees were 

welcomed. The speakers and workshop 

presenters (including our own Mary 

Arakelian, Lili-Aram Bost, and Kathy 

Ward) were excellent.  With the help of 

SGC volunteers (Janice Beatty, Judy 

Binns, Lorna Boucher, Barb Metz, Linda 

Nau, Karen Rice, 

and Becky Sido), 

Claudia Cosby did 

great job with registration and Martie 

Parch took care of hostesses and 

opportunity tickets for the lunch and 

dinners.  Everyone enjoyed the NGC 

Design Specialty Flower Show, the 

designs along the hallway honoring 

District Presidents, and, of course, the vendors.  VFGC 

award winners were announced at the Tuesday morning 

breakfast meeting…for a complete list of awards received 

by SGC, refer to pages 7-8. 

 

 

COMMITTEE REPORTS 

 

CIVIC BEAUTIFICATION – Meg Winn 

We 've had a few workdays since our April meeting and 
will continue into June. 

 Dawn Lerch and Sue Lindsay tidied up the Redeemer 
courtyard and plans are to plant annuals May 26th. 

 DanaDee Carragher, Connie Sorrell, and Meg Winn met 
at the Wishing Well Park on April 27th and prepared the plants 
for the new fence installation. 
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 On Sunday May 1st, DanaDee Carragher and Doris 
Wier met at the Anniversary Garden where they labeled more 
plants and prepared for the tour on Wednesday. 

We have more work days coming up this month and during 
National Garden Week in June.  Please see coupon page for 
specifics. 

Lastly, thank you so much to all the managers and 
volunteers who have helped beautify our surroundings during 
our club year! 

 
EDUCATION – Camille Archie 

The names of two of our ladies who made arrangements 
for the Community Hospice House in April were accidentally 
left out of last month's newsletter:  Nancy Lee and Debbie 
O'Connell.  In response to our flower gifts, we received this 
note from the Hospice House: 

 

Dear Salisbury Garden Club members: Thank you so 
much for the beautiful flowers these past months.  The 
arrangements were stunning!  Your flowers and your love turn 
the Hospice House into a Hospice Home! 

Gratefully, Ellen Manning and all of us at the Community 
Hospice House 
 

Many thanks to the ladies 
that helped with our 
Southampton Elementary 
School Project. Peggy 
Young, Debbie Jackson, Anita 
King, Laurie Kalata, Becky 
Sido and Debbie O'Connell 

assisted the young 
garden club 
members as they 
created beautiful 
arrangements for 
their families.  

Thanks to Vicki 
McGonegal, Donna 
Ludwig, Lorna 

Boucher, Nancy Lee, Helen Davidson, and Debbie Pinkston 
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who helped the children at Redeemer                        
Preschool plant a small container of                              
portulaca for their mothers.  

We have had an interesting year  
trying to continue our community projects  
as we avoid Covid. Thanks to the project  
chairman and many club members we  
were successful!  Thank You Chairman: 

Bickford – Linda O Mara 
Spring Arbor Memory Care – JJ Jordan 
Redeemer Preschool – Vicki McGonegal 
Gardening Enrichment – Becky Sido 
Southampton Elementary School – Peggy Young 
Community Hospice House – Catherine Barnes 

 

EXHIBITS – Kathy Ward and Joanne Wallace 

Congratulations to our April exhibit winners:  Jean 
Hillsman for Design; Peggy Young for Horticulture; and 
Camille Archie for Botanical Arts Design! 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

PROGRAMS – Martie Parch and Connie Sorrell 

The tour at Shiplock Park was very 
interesting. Eight of our members 
attended and had the pleasure of  
seeing how the beauty of our city  
can be enhanced by the collaboration 
of community organizations.  Thanks  
to Shelly Parsons, Executive Director 
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of Capital Trees, who led our tour and answered our endless 
questions. 

We would like to thank you for 
the privilege of serving as your vice 
presidents for the last three years. It 
has been such a joy to find interesting 
programs with knowledgeable 
speakers and talented designers for 
you. 

We weathered the “storm” and 
separation of Covid by planning fun, interesting tours and 
workshops. They brought us together and lifted our spirits. 

We wish all of you a happy and safe summer. See you in 
September! 

 
 

SGC AWARDS RESULTS FROM SAR, VFGC, 

AND PIEDMONT DISTRICT 
 

At the Virginia Federation of Garden Clubs Convention, 

Salisbury Garden Club once again won many ribbons, 

rosettes, and money for our efforts January 1, 2021- 

December 31, 2021.  

SGC received $120 from Piedmont, $60 from VFGC and 

$50 from SAR! Thanks to the chairmen of each project and 

the many SGC volunteers who made this all possible.  

 

SAR - South Atlantic Region of National Garden Clubs, 

Inc. Awards                                          

Yearbook: First Place Blue Ribbon                                                          

National Garden Week: Blue Ribbon   

 

VFGC - Virginia Federation of Garden Clubs Awards 

Club Yearbook: First Place – Blue Ribbon and Orange Rosette  

Membership Brochure: First Place – Blue Ribbon 

National Garden Week: First Place – Blue Ribbon 

Website: First Place: Blue Ribbon 

Horticulture Therapy: Second Place – Red Ribbon  

Horticulture Education for Youth: Second Place – Red Ribbon 

Newsletter: Third Place – Yellow Ribbon  
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Plant Together Community Garden Project- Honorable 

Mention 

 

Smokey Bear and Woodsy 

Owl Poster Contest – 

Maria’s poster submitted 

by SGC who won First 

Place for the 3rd Grade. 

 

Piedmont District Clubs Awards 

Club Yearbook: First Place – Blue Ribbon  

National Garden Week: Blue Ribbon 

Website: First Place: Blue Ribbon 

Horticulture Therapy: Blue Ribbon  

Horticulture Education for Youth: Blue Ribbon 

Newsletter: Blue Ribbon  

Plant Together Community Garden Project- Blue Ribbon 

 

Sue Lindsay, Chairman 

 

 

SGC BIENNIAL GARDEN TOUR 
 

 Finally, after a two-year 

delay, the Salisbury Garden 

Tour was held of May 4th on a 

balmy afternoon. 

Eight generous gardeners 

opened their private gardens to 

approximately 60 club members 

and their guests.  We were 

treated to a wonderful variety of gardens – from an intimate 

outdoor tea room near a waterfall to a woodland of ferns and 

wild flowers.  A koi pond, a pool, garden sculptures, 

whimsical birdhouses, and bird baths all added interest to the 

spaces.  And each garden provided for birds, bees, and 

butterflies as well as people. 
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There was plenty of conversation about 

host plants, blooming sequences, hardy 

perennials, and deer deterrence. 

We were certainly among enthusiasts – 

one garden owner even requested and 

received a boulder for her Mother's Day gift!  

All the gardens were full of inspiration whether for a 

colorful border of perennials, planters overflowing with 

annuals, or a comfortable terrace. 

The SGC Tour committee presented each gardener with 

a hand-stenciled stepping stone commemorating the tour and 

held a small reception after the tour. 

We are so appreciative of our members and friends who 

so generously shared their gardens with us and also extend 

our thanks to the SGC Tour committee for their work in 

coordinating the details.  
 

Tour Committee: 

Nancy Clark, Chairman 

Jean Jordan 

Kerri Butler 

Lorna (and David) Boucher  

Barbara Metz  

Camille Archie 

Meg Winn 

Gardens: 

Laurie and Gregg Kalata 

Patti and Herb Bickel  

Carol and Carmen Romeo 

Liz Paine and Bill Vogelsen 

Cindy and Gregg Nivala 

Dallas and Michael Mosman 

Dean and Tommie Crouch 

Meg and Keith Winn 

Anniversary Garden at Church of the Redeemer 
 

Meg Winn, Tour Committee Member 
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Time to pay SGC Annual Dues! 

Our SGC annual dues for 2022-2023 are $50; the 

payment deadline is May 31.  You can pay today by 

completing the coupon on the signup sheet 

and attaching your check; you can mail your 

check to Treasurer, Helen Davison (14510 

Kenmont Drive, Midlothian 23113); or pay 

online.  This QR code will take you directly 

to the dues payment section of our website.   

 

 
The Board wishes to thank Katie 
Conschafter for hosting our May 
board meeting and luncheon in 
her beautiful home and garden.  

 

 

Horticultural Hints  
 

Another Garden Club year has come to an end. Although 
we certainly had our ups and downs with Covid, I would say we 
had a spectacular finish with our garden tour! Kudos to all the 
people who worked hard and opened their gardens to us.  They 
were wonderful!  

I think most of you would agree that growing a garden has 
helped us survive these last couple of years.  Just look at the 
garden centers which have been busier than ever. Just the other 
day I was looking for the tropical butterfly weed that I like to  
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grow. It’s pretty and the monarch 
butterflies come every year to lay 
their eggs on the plants.  I didn’t 
see the plants so I asked the 
young lady who worked there. 
She said that they couldn’t keep 
asclepias in stock, and that people 
kept calling and asking if they had any plants. Let’s hope that 
this interest in nature and our growing world continues.  

What’s growing in your garden now?  My peonies are 
blooming along with the cranesbill geraniums and gauras. I 
continue to add to the peony collection because they had done 
well in a spot that I struggled to grow anything else in.  One of 
the secrets to growing them is to be careful of plantMeming 
them at the same height as the emerging eye buds. They will 
grow but not bloom if they are planted too deep.  Also, fertilize 
with a high phosphorus, low nitrogen fertilizer. Bone meal 
works, along with compost spread in the fall and a little bit of 
lime every few years.  These have been called hundred-year 

plants for good reason. 
 Over 10 years ago we planted geranium 

‘max frei’ in the Memorial Garden at 
Salisbury Presbyterian Church. I cannot tell 
you how many times I have been asked about 
this plant. It’s blooming now with very pretty 
dark fuchsia flowers. While I have had 
success at home with some other varieties, 

nothing equals that patch at church. These plants come from 
mountainous regions in Turkey and southern Europe.  But 
some of them have adapted to our neck of the woods and our 
bees have adapted to them because I see them buzzing in and 
out of the flowers. 

 Warmer weather is coming 
soon which will bring along our 
zinnias, asclepias, echinacea 
and – this year – we’re going to 
try sunflowers! Fingers crossed 
that they survive the critters.  
Have fun in your garden, breath 
some fresh air and enjoy! 

 
Sandy Mattes, Master Gardener 
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Members in Good Standing  

Congratulations to the SGC members who achieved 

Member in Good Standing status for 2021-2022! 
 

Mary Arakelian, Lili Aram-Bost, Camille Archie, 

Janice Beatty, Kerri Butler, Helen Davison,  

Lesley Dobson, Anne Faszewski, Shirley Gates,  

Reta Good, Phyllis Hubbard, Linda Jones, Laurie Kalata, Gay 

Kistler, Nancy Lee,Sue Lindsay, Anne McCormick,  

Vicki McGonegal,Barbara Metz, Joy Mingis, Candy Nasser, 

Lynn Neviaser, Susan Nienow, Martie Parch,  

Ellen Pinnow, Nancy Scherer, Becky Sido, Connie Sorrell, 

Dominique Spinos,Fran Stanwix, Delora Stites,  

Kathy Ward, Pat Wilson, Meg Winn, and Peggy Young 

 

CALENDAR OF EVENTS 
MAY 2022 

19 Redeemer Preschool Sign CP13 
20  Celebrate World Bee Day 
21-22 Rose Society Show – LGBG 
22-25 Graduation Flowers Workdays CP17 

 23  Wishing Well Park Workday – 9:00 AM CP13 

 26 Church of the Redeemer Workday – 9:00 AM CP15 

31 DEADLINE: SGC, Piedmont District, & VFGC Dues 
JUNE 2022  

5-11 SGC National Garden Week Projects CP2 
5-11 National Garden Week 
8 SGC Board Meeting 
18 Richmond Daylily Society Show - LGBG 
20-26 National Pollinators Week Events 

Many thanks to everyone who contributed to Mum’s the Word this 

year, especially our writers who provided such great articles and 

tips for our entertainment and education:   

DanaDee Carragher, Donna Cottingham, JJ Jordan,  

Sandy Mattes, Susan Nienow, and Kathy Ward. 
 

Newsletter Editor:  Linda Nau, naule@aol.com 
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